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SISTERS OF ST JOHN OF GOD 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.56 pm]: I acknowledge the service to Geraldton and the midwest by the 
Sisters of St John of God over 77 years.  

The order is named after Juan Ciudad, a former soldier. Juan devoted his life from 1540 until his death in 1550 to 
the sick and needy in Granada, Spain. He was canonised in 1690, and is patron saint of the sick, hospitals and 
nurses. The Sisters of St John of God were founded in 1871, in County Wexford, Ireland. Eight sisters sailed 
from Wexford to Western Australia in October 1895. The sisters set about nursing and also established their first 
hospital and convent in Subiaco. Three sisters soon left Perth to nurse at Coolgardie. Conditions there were 
terrible, with an outbreak of typhoid fever as a result of the lack of fresh water and a lack of adequate sanitary 
conditions. The community of sisters at Geraldton was founded in 1936. Land for a hospital in Geraldton was 
provided by Mr William Burke and Bishop O’Collins. The first hospital built on the site was designed by the 
renowned priest–architect, Father John Hawes.  

I recently joined Bishop Justin Bianchini and a cathedral full of Geraldton people to celebrate the contribution of 
the sisters to our community. The last sisters to minister in Geraldton, Sister Marietta O’Connor and Sister 
Alphonsus, recently retired to Perth. Since 1936, 91 Sisters of St John of God have served in Geraldton. Today, 
there are 98 sisters working in Australia. I would like to thank them all for their service to our community and to 
the nation. 
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